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2025 BAMTT Scholastic Series Team Rules 

Participation Agreement and Rule Acknowledgment 

By participating in a BAM Trail (BAMTT) event and submitting the entry fee, you acknowledge 
and agree to adhere to all the established rules and guidelines. 

Please note that BAMTT reserves the right to change these rules at any time, with immediate 
effect, upon providing notice to its members. Such notice may be published on the official 
BAMTT website at https://bamtrail.com. 

The interpretation and enforcement of these rules will be handled exclusively by the 
Tournament Director or their designated representative during the tournament. 
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1. OFFICIAL RULES OF COMPETITION 

The following rules apply to all Bass Angler Magazine Tournament Trail (BAMTT) events. Rules 
for special tournaments may differ from those contained herein. BAMTT reserves the right to 
amend these rules immediately upon notice to its members. Notices may be published on the 
BAMTT website at https://www.bamtrail.com. 
Interpretation and enforcement of these rules shall be at the sole discretion of the Tournament 
Director or their designee during a tournament. 

2. TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR SANCTIONS 

The Tournament Director may impose actions or rulings as deemed appropriate, including but 
not limited to the following: 

• Reduction of competition hours as determined by the Tournament Director. 
• Loss of catch for the day of the violation. 
• Disqualification from the current tournament. 

https://www.bamtrail.com/


• Forfeiture of prizes and entry fees. 
• Disqualification from future BAMTT events, which may involve a specific number of 

events, a specified period of time, or lifetime disqualification. 
• Additional penalties as determined by the Tournament Director, including but not 

limited to monetary fines and/or reduction of Angler of the Year Points. 

The Tournament Director’s decisions, or those of their designee, are final in all matters. An 
appeals process is outlined in these rules. Contestants are responsible for monitoring their 
compliance throughout the competition. If a contestant has concerns regarding their catch, 
they must not present the catch and should consult the Tournament Director immediately. 

3. FISHING HOURS 

• Blast-off for Scholastic Series contestants will occur 30 minutes after the Pro/Am 
contestants have been released. 

• Weigh-in time for the college series is 2:00 PM. 
For additional information, refer to the BAMTT Tournament Information Page on 
bamtrail.com. Any changes will be announced during the tournament briefing. 

4. PARTICIPANTS AND ELIGIBILITY 

• This tournament is open only to current BAMTT members who are 16 years or older 
(Boater Team). 

• Contestants must provide written proof of college/school enrollment at the time of 
entry. Acceptable documentation includes transcripts, class schedules, or other official 
school records. 

• Each contestant must be enrolled in a minimum of 9 semester units. Contestants do not 
need to be enrolled in the same college or school. 

• All contestants must have a valid fishing license for the waters they fish.  
• Starting in 2025, all boaters who are California residents must have a valid California 

Boater Card*.  
 

All boaters must have a valid fishing license for the waters they fish. CA Residents as of 2025  
ALL boaters must have a valid California Boater Card*.  

REQUIRED: All anglers must show their Fishing License. Boaters must show their Boaters 
Card and Proof of Insurance before the start of each season: 

• Uploading directly to bamtrail.com (coming soon) 

• Email proof to info@bassmag.com 

• Provide proof at the pre-tournament check in 

*Persons not required to have a boaters safety card 

https://www.bamtrail.com/
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• A person who is a resident of a state other than California who is temporarily 
operating a vessel in California for less than 60 days and meets the boating 
requirements, if any, of his/her state. 

• A person who is in possession of a current commercial fishing license. 

• A person operating a rental vessel. 

 

5. COLLEGE TEAM ELIGIBILITY 

• BAMTT allows students from different colleges to team up and compete in BAMTT 
events. 

• However, to qualify for the ACA College of the Year and the ACA Championship, both 
team members must be enrolled at the same college. 

6. MINORS 

• Contestants under the age of 18 may enter as a Non-Boater Team with signed approval 
from their legal guardian. 

• Proof of age must be provided to tournament officials. 
• Any candidate who, in the judgment of the Tournament Director, is impaired in a 

manner that endangers the safety and well-being of their partner or themselves may be 
deemed ineligible. 

• Anglers under the age of 16 must have a parent or guardian on site during the event. 
This includes participating parent anglers. 

7. MEMBERSHIP 

• BAMTT membership is required to participate in all BAMTT events. 
• Failure to maintain an active and paid membership is grounds for disqualification. 
• BAMTT reserves the right to refuse or revoke memberships at its sole discretion, 

without cause, reason, or explanation. 
• Membership does not guarantee entry into tournaments. 
• Memberships are valid for the tournament calendar year, which may start in the fall of 

the prior year. 
• Membership Fee: $39.00 per contestant per year (Discounted $40 for students). 

8. LIABILITY INSURANCE 
During the open practice and competition days of any BAMTT tournament, no 

contestant may operate a boat unless they have documented proof of boat owner’s 
liability insurance. This insurance must provide a minimum of $300,000 in coverage per 



occurrence (refer to the participation agreement for full details) and must cover the boat 
being used in the tournament, including all passengers. 

Proof of Insurance Required 

All anglers must provide proof of insurance before the start of each season. You can 
submit your proof of insurance by either: 

• Uploading your insurance card directly to bamtrail.com 

• Emailing an image of your insurance card to info@bassmag.com 

 

9. REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT 

• Team Entry Fees: $155 per College Team. 
• BAMTT may impose a maximum of 15 College Teams for the 2025 inaugural season. 
• Entries will be accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
• Teams may secure their spot for any 3 or more events by paying a deposit of $55.00 per 

event prior to the start of 2025 season. 3 x $55 = $165.00 
• See the bamtrail.com website for payback details 

10. ENTRY DEADLINE 

• Entry Deadlines: 
o Mail/Phone Entries: 5:00 PM local time on the Tuesday prior to the event. 
o Online/App Entries: 11:59 PM local time on the Tuesday prior to the event. 

• Payment must be made in full by the deadline. 
• Contestants are encouraged to use online/app or phone methods to submit payments. 
• If mailing a check, contestants are responsible for verifying its receipt with BAMTT. 
• All USPS entries must be received at the BAMTT office by the published deadline date. 
• Pre-Signing: Contestants are encouraged to pre-sign for events to receive priority entry 

and assist tournament organizers with preparation. 

11. WAIVER AND RELEASE 

• As a condition of participation, each contestant must execute a waiver and release of 
liability and a name and likeness release. 

12. PRIZES 
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• Prizes will be awarded after the tournament. Contestants must be present and able to 
hear their names called at the official weigh-in to be eligible for contingency prizes. 
 

13. OFF-LIMITS PRACTICE AND QUALIFYING EVENTS 

• Off-Limits Period: 
The off-limits period for Scholastic Series BAMTT events shall be: 

o Monday to Friday the week preceding the event. 
• Practice Days: 

o Scholastic Series anglers may practice on the Saturday prior to their event day. 
o Saturday practice will begin 30 minutes after the pro-am blast offer to ensure 

Scholastic anglers do not interfere with Pro-Am anglers. 
• Pro-Am Participation: 

Scholastic Series anglers may only enter as a Pro-Am angler or a Scholastic Series angler 
for any event which occur during the same time period for each event.  

Note: See the BAMTT Website for official dates for each event. 

14. CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

• There will be no end-of-the-year championship for 2025. 

 

15. INFORMATION GATHERING RESTRICTIONS 

• Contestants may use publicly available information (e.g., newspapers, internet reports) 
regarding tournament waters prior to the official off-limits period. 

• College contestants can solicit, receive, or gather any information about locating or 
catching fish, from any confirmed BAM Pro Am, High School or College contestant. 

16. FISHABLE WATERS 

• Restricted Zones: 
o No fishing within 50 feet of an operating gas pump, dock, or a competitor’s 

anchored boat. 
o A boat is considered anchored when: 

▪ The trolling motor is in the stowed position and either one of the below 
actions was employed prior to any competitors arriving in the area  

▪ The anchor rope is visible. 
▪ A shallow-water anchoring system is deployed. 



• Safe Distance: 
Contestants must maintain a courteous distance of 50 feet when trolling motors are in 
use. 

• Off-Limits Areas: 
Contestants may not fish areas designated as "off-limits" or "no fishing" by local, state, 
or federal officials. Such areas will also be posted on the Tournament Information Page 
or announced by the Tournament Director. 

• Tournament Waters: 
o Tournament waters will be designated by the Tournament Director. 
o Areas posted as "off-limits" by state or federal agencies will remain off-limits. 
o Contestants may not cut, dig, or remove obstructions using tools to access any 

water after the off-limits period begins. 
o No Assistance: Contestants may not use other boats, people, or apparatus to 

access waters. Push poles are permitted. 

All fishing must be conducted from the boat. If an area’s eligibility is questionable, contestants 
must consult the Tournament Director prior to registration. 

17. PRO-AM CONFLICT AVOIDANCE 

• Scholastic Series contestants must yield fishing locations to any known BAMTT Pro-Am 
competitors. 

• Scholastic contestants may not come within 100 yards of a Pro-Am competitor. 
• If a Pro-Am contestant requests a Scholastic contestant to move from their area, the 

Scholastic angler must comply immediately, regardless of who arrived first. 
• Anglers are expected to handle such issues professionally and work towards mutual 

agreements. 

18. SHARED WEIGHT TEAM FORMAT 

• Only Largemouth, Smallmouth, Spotted, Meanmouth and Redeye bass will be weighed. 
• Daily Limit: A maximum of five (5) bass of the specified species and varieties per day, 

unless otherwise adjusted by tournament officials. 
• As soon as a contestant catches more fish than the tournament limit, they must cull 

immediately to reduce their catch to the legal limit. 
• Contestants must not allow any bass they catch to be counted towards another team’s 

score. 
o Violation will result in disqualification for all contestants involved from the 

current and future BAMTT tournaments. 

19. COMPETITION DAYS 

• Qualifying events will span one (1) day with the full tournament field. 



20. OTHER EQUIPMENT AND RESTRICTIONS 

• No floggers or similar devices are allowed during practice or event days. 
• No spotlights or similar devices may be used during practice or event days to locate 

fishing spots or fish. 
• Binoculars are not allowed on the boat at any time. 
• Contestants must carry a valid fishing license for all tournament waters. 
• Contestants may not buy or barter fishing locations from any other contestant for use 

during competition days. 
• Contestants renting boat slips may launch boats and proceed directly to their slip 

location. 

21. ENGINE AND PRACTICE RESTRICTIONS 

• Engine Testing: 
o Testing engines during off-limits periods is prohibited on tournament waters. 
o Engine testing after weigh-in is allowed only with permission from the 

Tournament Director. 
• Scouting and Practice: 

o Scouting, pre-fishing, or any other practice-related activities prior to or after 
weigh-in are not permitted once the tournament begins. 

o During open practice or competition, contestants may not dive into tournament 
waters (e.g., skin or scuba diving). 

22. COMMUNICATION RESTRICTIONS 

• During official competition days, contestants may not use: 
o CB radios, VHF marine band radios, cellular phones, or other communication 

devices to gain competitive information about locating or catching fish. 
• Exceptions: 

o Communication is allowed in emergencies. 
o Contestants may listen to marine-band weather information if equipped. 
o Contestants may contact lockmasters for locking purposes. 

• In all other communication cases: 
o Contestants must first contact the Tournament Director. Leaving a voicemail or 

text message will suffice. 

23. TOURNAMENT OFFICIAL ACCESS 

• Designated tournament officials must be granted access to contestant boats at any time 
during open practice or competition days. 

• Failure to comply may result in immediate disqualification. 



24. PLACEMENT OF STRUCTURES OR ATTRACTANTS 

• Contestants may not place anything into the water to attract baitfish or forage, 
including but not limited to: 

o Structure, fish habitat, bait balls, dog food, or substances that hold fish in specific 
areas. 

• This rule applies from the beginning of the off-limits period through the conclusion of 
the tournament. 

25. SPECIAL RULES 

• Any additional special rules will be announced by the Tournament Director prior to 
blast-off. 

26. VIOLATION OR INFRACTION 

• Each contestant agrees to immediately report any violation or infraction of tournament 
rules to the Tournament Director. 

27. PROTEST AND REPORTING PROCEDURE 

• All protests must be brought to the attention of the Tournament Director through 
verbal notification. 

• A written protest must be submitted within 30 minutes of the last flight check-in to the 
Tournament Director or designated official. 

• Protestors agree that: 
o If there is a question verifying the protest, they may be subject to a polygraph 

exam. 
o They also agree to testify in court if necessary. 

28. POLYGRAPH 

• By signing the BAMTT participation agreement or official entry form, each contestant 
agrees to: 

o Submit to a polygraph examination if accused of a rule violation. 
o Abide by the results of the examination. 

• The Tournament Director or Rules Committee may determine the need for a polygraph 
test. 

• Procedure: 
o An independent expert will administer and interpret the results. 
o The examination’s scope of questions will be established in consultation with the 

expert administrator. 



o The location of the polygraph will be chosen for convenience, either near the 
angler’s permanent address or another mutually agreed location. 

• Contestants must cooperate fully and make themselves available for testing. 
• Prizes may be withheld until the polygraph test is concluded. 

29. REGISTRATION 

• Contestants must register in person with BAMTT staff at the designated time and 
location in the event schedule. 

• Failure to contact the Tournament Director within 15 minutes after the close of 
registration may result in disqualification, with entry fees forfeited. 

• Contestants are responsible for checking the event schedule for times and locations. 

30. SAFETY 

• Safe boat conduct must be observed at all times. 
• Life Jackets: 

o Each passenger must wear a Coast Guard-approved chest-type life preserver any 
time the combustion engine is operating. 

o The life preserver must be securely fastened (strapped, snapped, or zippered) 
until the engine is shut off. 

o Inflatable vest indicators should be checked daily. 
o Violation of this rule will result in disqualification. 

• Contestants are encouraged to carry a minimum of two Coast Guard-approved life 
preservers per boat. 

• Daily Safety Check: Contestants should inspect the boat and safety equipment prior to 
launch. 

• Dangerous Weather: 
o Tournament officials may delay, shorten, or cancel events due to dangerous 

weather conditions. 
o Weather delays causing loss of half the tournament day may result in 

cancellation. 
• Emergency Protocol: 

o In case of emergency, call 911 first, then notify tournament officials as soon as it 
is safe. 

o Contestants may leave the boat to seek safe shelter during dangerous weather. 
• Boat Speed Limits: 

o The Tournament Director may impose speed limits at their discretion for safety 
reasons. 

31. ANGLER CODE OF CONDUCT AND SPORTSMANSHIP 

• Contestants must adhere to the Angler Code of Conduct and all applicable event rules. 



• Anglers are expected to: 
o Conduct themselves professionally and represent BAMTT, its members, 

sponsors, and the public with integrity. 
o Avoid public comments that attack or disparage BAMTT, its officials, sponsors, 

fellow contestants, or associated personnel. 
o Refrain from behaviors such as arguing, yelling, demeaning others, profanity, or 

aggression toward anyone involved in the event. 
• Unacceptable Conduct: 

o Public comments or actions that damage BAMTT’s reputation may result in 
sanctions, including permanent removal from all events. 

o Anglers must act with professionalism to support the integrity of competitive 
fishing. 

Violations of the Angler Code of Conduct may lead to penalties, up to and including permanent 
disqualification. 

32. PUBLIC CONDUCT, SPORTSMANSHIP, AND 
COMPETITIVE INTEGRITY 

Contestants are expected to maintain the highest standards of sportsmanship, courtesy, safety, 
and conservation during BAMTT events. The integrity and competitive honesty of fishing 
tournaments are paramount to BAMTT's success and longevity. Contestants compete at the 
sole discretion of BAMTT, which reserves the right to: 

• Refuse service to any potential contestant. 
• Enforce tournament rules, including the Angler Code of Conduct and Sportsmanship. 

33. ALCOHOL OR DRUGS 

The use of alcohol or drugs (other than those prescribed by a licensed physician) during open 
practice or competition is strictly prohibited. Violations will result in automatic disqualification 
from current and future BAMTT tournaments. 

Additional restrictions: 

• No alcoholic beverages, stimulants, or depressants (prescription or otherwise) are 
allowed in boats during practice, competition, or weigh-in areas. 

• Contestants deemed under the influence by the Tournament Director may be 
disqualified. 

Grounds for Disqualification include: 

• Chemical substance abuse or addiction. 



• Felonies or crimes involving moral turpitude or conduct reflecting unfavorably on 
BAMTT’s efforts to promote safety, sportsmanship, and fair competition. 

34. TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

Use of tobacco products or smoking is prohibited: 

• Prior to and during takeoff. 
• From check-in through weigh-in. 
• While cameras are present. 

35. MAXIMUM COURTESY 

Contestants must always practice maximum courtesy, especially around non-contestants who 
may be present on tournament waters. 

Any act reflecting unfavorably on efforts to promote: 

• Fisheries conservation. 
• Clean waters. 
• Courtesy and sportsmanship. 

Such actions are grounds for disqualification. Contestants must adhere to all prevailing state 
and local fishing and boating statutes and regulations. 

36. DISQUALIFICATION AND SUSPENSION 

Any previous disqualification, suspension, or disciplinary action from other tournaments or 
fishing organizations may: 

• Result in rejection of participation in a BAMTT tournament. 
• Lead to disqualification after review by the Tournament Director. 

Contestants may submit a written statement for consideration. 

37. TACKLE AND EQUIPMENT 

Permitted Lures: 

• Only artificial lures and biodegradable artificial lures may be used. 
• No live or prepared bait is allowed, except pork strips or rinds. 



Rod Usage: 

• Contestants may use only one (1) casting, spin-casting, or spinning rod and reel at a 
time. 

• Other rods may remain in the boat, ready for use. 

All bass must be caught live and in a conventional sporting manner. 

38. PERMITTED FISHING METHODS 

Fishing is defined as having a lure attached to a line, with a rod and reel in hand. Lures must 
comply with state regulations. 

Alabama Rigs and similar umbrella rigs are limited to: 

• A maximum of five (5) wires, five (5) lures, and three (3) hooks (single or treble). 
• More restrictive state regulations take precedence. 

39. RECEIVING, ACCEPTING, OR TAKING FISH FROM 
OTHERS 

Contestants are prohibited from: 

• Receiving, accepting, or taking fish from others during tournament hours. 
• Using stringers, ropes, cages, barrels, or any devices to hold or count fish for themselves 

or others. 
• Adding weight to alter the fish's natural state. 
• Moving or "stocking" fish from one location to another. 

40. VISIBLE FISH 

Snagging or snatching visible fish is prohibited and will result in disqualification of the catch. 

When fishing for bedding bass: 

• To count as a legal catch, the bass must be hooked inside the mouth. 
• The catch must be verified by a partner before being unhooked. 

41. HORSEPOWER REGULATIONS 

Maximum horsepower for all outboard motors used in open tournament practice and 
competition shall not exceed 300HP or the U.S. Coast Guard limitations. Each boat must have a 



U.S. Coast Guard horsepower rating plate attached by the manufacturer. Altering standard 
factory parts of an engine to exceed the factory rating is forbidden and will result in 
disqualification. 

42. BOAT AND MOTOR 

For safety during open practice and competition: 

• All boats must be a minimum of 16 feet in length. 
• Boats must be propeller-driven and equipped with an approved, operable ignition kill 

switch and lanyard. 
• Jet-propelled boats, “barges,” or similar crafts are not allowed. 
• Boats with stick steering are prohibited. Stick steering will be defined by the 

Tournament Director. 

43. MANUFACTURER’S LANYARD/KILL SWITCH 

The ignition lanyard/kill switch must be securely attached to the driver’s body whenever the 
combustion engine is running. When the engine is in gear, the driver must be seated and in full 
control of the boat. 

44. NO RAISED PLATFORMS 

Decks or non-factory installed standing platforms are not allowed. Standing on outboard 
engines or seats while fishing is prohibited. 

• Trolling motors may only be used for slow maneuvering. 
• Trolling as a method of fishing is prohibited. 

45. ALL BLADDER TANKS AND AUXILIARY GAS 

• Auxiliary gas tanks not installed by the manufacturer are prohibited. 
• Boats without factory-installed gas tanks are limited to 18 gallons of gasoline. 
• All tanks must meet U.S. Coast Guard regulations and be properly secured. 
• Portable gas tanks or containers are not permitted anywhere on tournament waters or 

shorelines. 
• Gasoline must be purchased from a retail gas station. 

46. BASIC BOAT EQUIPMENT 

• All boats must meet Coast Guard safety equipment standards and have a functional 
bilge pump. 



• Boats must have properly aerated livewells that can adequately maintain a limit catch of 
bass for two contestants. 

• BAMTT recommends livewells be kept at full water level with aerators/recirculators set 
to manual. 

• Tournament officials will determine whether a boat’s livewell aeration and capacity are 
sufficient. 

47. BOAT IDENTIFICATION 

Prior to the start of each day, all boats will be subject to an inspection by tournament officials. 
Boat numbers will be assigned based on take-off positions. 

48. CONTESTANTS MUST REMAIN IN THE BOAT 

• Contestants may not leave the boat to land fish or access fishing waters. 
• Boats must remain in tournament waters during competition days. 
• Contestants must leave and return to the official checkpoint by boat. 
• Contestants may only leave their boat in the case of a dire emergency. 
• Permitted return methods in an emergency: 

1. Being towed while both anglers remain in their boat. 
2. Entering the boat of another tournament contestant. 

• Contestants must notify the Tournament Director as soon as possible. 

49. BOAT CAPTAINS 

• College Series: Boat captains are not allowed. 
• High School Series: Each team must have a boat captain who is at least 19 years old. 
• All contestants operating a boat must possess a valid Boater’s Card. 

50. RESTROOM BREAKS 
 

• Partners may leave the boat if a restroom break is needed. 
 

51. EMERGENCIES OR BREAKDOWNS 

In the event of an emergency or breakdown, contestants must: 

• Contact a tournament official immediately. 
• Cease fishing until their catch is verified by an official. 

If the emergency is resolved, contestants may restart and resume fishing, time permitting. This 
rule applies only to emergency situations as determined by the Tournament Director. 



52. TOWING BOATS 

Towing boats on trailers during tournament hours is prohibited unless directed by tournament 
officials. 

53. OFFICIAL CHECKPOINT 

• There will be one designated check-out point in the morning and one check-in point in 
the afternoon. 

• Contestants must: 
o Check out in the morning and check in at the official point in the afternoon. 
o Identify their boat by its assigned number. 

• Navigation lights must remain operational and illuminated from takeoff until the first 
stop. Boats with inoperable lights will be moved to the end of the blast-off line without 
altering their check-in time. 

54. SCORING 

Standings and final winners will be determined by the total weight of a contestant’s catch 
during competition days. 

55. OFFICIAL LENGTH FOR BASS 

• The official length for bass is 13 inches unless otherwise dictated by local regulations. 
• Fish will be measured with the mouth open on a flat board. 
• Fish that fail to measure the official length will result in: 

o Loss of that fish and. 
o A one-pound penalty per non-qualifying fish, deducted from the total weight. 

56. BIG FISH AWARD 

No dead bass will be eligible for the Big Bass award or prize. All contestants are automatically 
entered into the Big Fish option. 

57. CULLING AND DEAD FISH PENALTIES 

• Culling of dead bass is prohibited. Once a fish dies, it must be included in the five-fish 
limit. 

• A 0.25-pound penalty per dead fish will be deducted from the daily score. 
• Tournament officials will determine dead fish rulings, and contestants must respect the 

decision without argument. 



58. LATE PENALTY 

Contestants late to the official check-in will incur: 

• A one-pound penalty per minute late. 
• Contestants more than 15 minutes late will lose all credit for the day’s catch. 

59. 250 POINT SYSTEM 

Points are awarded using a 200-point scale per place, with 50 participation points given to all 
contestants. 

• Example: 
o Winner: 200 points + 50 participation points = 250 points. 
o 2nd place : 199 points + 50 participation points = 249 points. 
o 3rd place : 198 points + 50 participation points = 248 points. 

• AOY (Angler of the Year) will be determined by a team’s three out five highest finishes. 
One AOY for College and One AOY for High School. There are two throw-out events. 

• Tiebreakers will be determined by the total weight from all full-field days during the 
season. 

• For any events “thrown out” those participation points earned will also be thrown out 
with the AOY points for each event in question.  

60. TIES 

• In regular season events, ties will remain. 
• Monetary prizes will be equally divided among tied contestants. 
• Angler of the Year (AOY) points will be awarded based on the tied position, with each 

contestant receiving equal points. 
• In cases where contestants tie for a payout position: 

o BAMTT will combine the payouts for the tied positions and divide them equally. 
o Example: If 3rd place earns $700 and 4th place earns $500, the total payout 

($1,200) will be divided equally, with each angler receiving $600. 

The same process will apply to Big Fish awards. 

Plaques and trophies will be awarded based on a heads/tails coin toss. 

61. RULE VIOLATIONS AND APPEALS COMMITTEE 

BAMTT may establish an appeals committee, which could include the tournament director 
and individuals from the advisory board, for the event in question. Appeals of penalties 



must be submitted in writing within 24 hours of the ruling to the tournament director. 
Appeals hearings should generally be resolved within seven (7) business days from the 
receipt of the written appeal. If BAMTT requires additional time, they will notify all 
involved parties. BAMTT requires all parties to make themselves available at the 
prescribed time of the hearing. 
 
If contestants admit to violating a rule, they may not file an appeal regarding the finding 
of the violation, or the penalty imposed. The decisions of the appeals committee are final. 
Contestants may be allowed to compete under appeal; however, penalties assessed will 
remain in place until the final ruling by the appeals committee. 
 

• Appeals of non-competition rulings must be submitted in writing to the tournament 
director within 48 hours of the ruling for review. The tournament director may seek 
advisement from the BAMTT Advisory Board and/or Rules Committee before making any 
final decision.  

62. MEDIA 

• Contestants are required to cooperate with media personnel covering BAMTT events. 
• Contestants do not have the option of refusing to be filmed or interviewed during 

competition days. 
• BAMTT personnel and media must be granted access to contestants’ boats at any time. 
• Contestants must fish in areas accessible to BAMTT staff and media, defined as suitable 

for a 20-foot fiberglass bass boat operating under its own power. 
• Any act preventing media coverage will result in disqualification. 

63. LOGOS AND SIGNAGE 

• Contestants are encouraged to wear clothing with patches, logos, or signage promoting 
their sponsors. 

• BAMTT reserves the right to restrict signage deemed in poor taste. 
• BAMTT encourages anglers to display the BAMTT logo on their jerseys, sized at a 

minimum of 2 inches by 3 inches. 

64. TAXES 

• Participants are responsible for all applicable taxes on cash and merchandise awards. 
• Contestants in states requiring merchandise withholding taxes must meet their 

obligations before receiving awards. 
• Failure to comply may result in loss of AOY points, fines, or disqualification from future 

BAMTT events. 



65. ACA SCHOOL-RUN AND OTHER SANCTIONED EVENTS 

• Competing in school-run or ACA-sanctioned events allows university/college teams to 
earn additional points. 

• Eligibility for points: 
o Teams can earn points in the first five school-run/sanctioned events competed 

in. 
o Schools may host up to three sanctioned events per season. 

Points Breakdown 

• Events with 35+ boats: 
o 1st place = 200 points (decreasing by 10 points per position to 20th). 

• Events with 34 or fewer boats: 
o 1st place = 100 points (decreasing by 5 points per position to 20th). 

Events must have a minimum of 5 schools competing to qualify for points. 

Hosting Bonus 

• Events with 50+ boats: 100 points. 
• Events with 40-49 boats: 75 points. 
• Events with 30-39 boats: 50 points. 
• Events with 20-29 boats: 40 points. 
• Events with 10-19 boats: 30 points. 
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